
Criteria 4 3 2 0-1 Points

Ideas & Content
Writing clearly presents a

focused topic with rich details
and examples.

Writing stays mostly on topic
with some detail and

elaboration.

Writing is somewhat unclear or
lacks supporting details. Writing is confusing or off-topic. /4

Organization Clear beginning, middle, and
end with strong transitions.

Mostly organized; some parts
are hard to follow.

Ideas are present but not clearly
connected.

Writing is disorganized or lacks
structure. /4

Word Choice Uses vivid, grade-appropriate
vocabulary throughout.

Some strong word choices;
mostly grade-appropriate.

Word choice is basic or
repetitive.

Words are unclear or
inappropriate for grade level. /4

Sentence Fluency Sentences vary in structure and
flow smoothly.

Some sentence variety; mostly
smooth flow.

Many sentences are choppy or
similar.

Sentences are incomplete or
difficult to understand. /4

Conventions (Spelling,
Grammar, Punctuation)

Very few or no errors; writing is
easy to read.

Some minor errors; does not
affect understanding.

Frequent errors; affects clarity
at times.

Many errors make the writing
hard to understand. /4

Effort & Neatness Writing is carefully done, neat,
and complete.

Mostly neat and complete with
effort shown.

Some parts are messy or
incomplete.

Rushed, sloppy, or missing
major sections. /4

Total /24
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